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Abstract
While Latinx individuals constitute nearly 20% of the U.S. population, few gender-
based violence studies have focused on or prioritized Latinx survivors to examine
their unique experiences and patterns related to sexual assault. After critically inter-
rogating how individuals and communities are racialized as Latinx in the United States,
we use 5 years of statewide data to document sexual assault dynamics among Latinx
survivors who sought post-assault medical care. Our findings offer insights to improve
responses and support for Latinx individuals. This research underscores the impor-
tance of intentional and culturally specific approaches in studying and addressing sex-
ual assault among populations racialized as Latinx.
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There is an ever-increasing proportion of individuals who live in the United States that
are Latinx.1 According to the 2020 census, Latinx individuals make up nearly 20% of
the U.S. population and account for more than half of U.S. population growth over the
last 10 years (Jones et al., 2021). This makes this group one of the fastest growing in
the United States. National data also reveal high rates of gender-based violence target-
ing Latinx individuals. Operating within the gender binary,2 nearly 20% of Latinx
women are raped in their lifetimes, with 35% experiencing non-penetrative unwanted
sexual contact (Leemis et al., 2022). One-in-five Latinx men report non-penetrative
unwanted sexual contact, with 3% and 10% reporting rape or being forced to penetrate
someone else, respectively (Leemis et al., 2022). Despite these patterns in population
growth and sexual violence among Latinx individuals, few studies have focused on or
prioritized Latinx survivors to examine their unique experiences and patterns related to
the assault. Furthermore, prior gender-based violence research that has focused on or
incidentally included Latinx individuals or communities often lacks an intentional and
explicit discussion of how this group is being defined and bound; the terms used to
refer to this group and why; or the history of the racialization of this population in
research (see, e.g., Shaw & Lee, 2019). These factors are particularly important given
that similar structures and strategies facilitate both gendered and racialized systems of
oppression and violence (see, e.g., Pharr, 1997; Sidanius & Pratto, 2001). In this study,
we aim to center Latinx survivors in gender-based violence research by describing and
documenting the dynamics of sexual assault (SA) among Latinx survivors who seek
medical care. Secondarily, we compare these patterns with those of their white3 survi-
vor counterparts, not to reify whiteness as the defined norm, but instead to identify any
statistically significant differences that might provide insight into how we can design
responses to best meet the needs of Latinx survivors. We hope to contribute to the lim-
ited literature on Latinx SA survivors, improve our understanding of their nuanced
experiences and needs, and illustrate the importance of conducting research on and
with Latinx survivors in intentional ways. We briefly review the literature on the inclu-
sion of race in gender-based violence research, the racialization of Latinx people and
communities in the United States, and the limited literature on Latinx SA survivors.

The Inclusion of Race in Gender-Based Violence Research
Most social science researchers measure and include race in their studies, though do so
for a variety of purposes. Race may be included to serve as a demographic control, to
describe a sample and assess for representativeness of the target population, to examine
as a potential moderator, or as the primary focus of the research (see Hamby, 2015;
Helms et al., 2005). However, in many cases, regardless of its relevance to the research
question, race has devolved into a variable that is always measured, but infrequently
included and analyzed with intentionality (Hamby, 2015; Helms et al., 2005; Roth,
2016). While some researchers have called for more nuanced, intentional approaches
to handling race in research (see, e.g., Hamby, 2015; Helms et al., 2005; Shaw &
Lee, 2019; Suzuki et al., 2021), race has become a factor that is often automatically
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tacked on to studies with minimal consideration or explicit attention to its socially con-
structed and dynamic nature. There is often also little attention given to providing clear
descriptions of precisely how race is operationalized and measured (e.g., as racial self-
classification, where an individual denotes their own racial identity, or perceived race,
where an outside individual assigns or is reporting on race; see Helms et al., 2005;
Roth, 2016), nor intentional discussion of the conceptual or theoretical reasoning for
its inclusion (see, e.g., Shaw & Lee, 2019). Ultimately, race is often seemingly incor-
porated only because it has become the standard practice. While some readers may
grasp the complexity of the construct of race, it has often been misinterpreted or mis-
understood due to the lack of explicit discussion of its theoretical foundation, why and
how it is framed in the context of a given study, and its power within society (Helms
et al., 2005; Hamby, 2015). Gender-based violence research, specifically, is no excep-
tion. Shaw and Lee’s (2019) systematic review of prior research examining race and
the criminal legal system response to SA found that race was often included as one
of a battery of variables added into a study without much consideration, and that stud-
ies that incorporated race in this way were less likely to report significant findings
related to race.

At its core, race is a complex social construct that is used to create and maintain
power hierarchies (e.g., Bonilla-Silva, 1997, 1999; Obach, 1999; Sidanius & Pratto,
2001). While it has no biological bases, it does carry very real social influence and
is often used to group people based on cultural, religious, historical, and phenotypical
similarities (Du Bois & Diggs, 2017; Hamby, 2015; Lopez, 2004; Memmi, 2000).
Once grouped, these artificial boundaries are used to disproportionately allocate social
value, resources, and power. The social construction of race is particularly visible when
viewed in its historical context within the United States (Lopez, 2004). Over time,
racial lines have blurred and outright moved depending largely on political will and
power (Lopez, 2004; Obach, 1999). One example of this is the racial denotation of
Irish immigrants. In the eighteenth century, there was a large wave of Irish immigrants
to the United States who were considered inferior by the colonizers that proceeded
them, and Irish immigrants were denied “whiteness” (Bell et al., 2007; Ignatiev,
2012). The same was true for Italian, Greek, Polish, and Jewish immigrants who fol-
lowed. Though over time, with the increase of immigrants from outside of Western
Europe, and steadfast xenophobic, nativist, and white supremacist views of people
with dark skin, this shifted, and they are now categorized as white (Bell et al., 2007;
Ignatiev, 2012). This highlights how arbitrarily racial lines are drawn, and how they
shift with the tides of political agendas, migration patterns, and individual prejudices.

Consequently, when race is used in science without clear articulation of its fluid
nature and socially derived origins, it can lead to incorrect interpretations and very
real consequences for large groups of individuals who already shoulder a considerable
burden. Though perhaps unintentional, the casual inclusion of race in new and emerg-
ing research may cause additional harm, contributing to a history of scientific racism
and well-warranted distrust of academic, scientific, and governmental institutions
among minoritized populations (see, e.g., Corbie-Smith et al., 2002; Durant et al.,
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2011; Pickren, 2009; Sharp & Johnson, 2009). This is especially true for gender-based
violence research, which works with populations already shouldering incredible pain
that need not be exacerbated with haphazard research.

The Racialization of Latinx Individuals and Communities in
the United States
“Latinx” is a racialized grouping in the United States. Though the category of “Latinx”
is often framed as an ethnicity—a grouping based on nationality/country of origin, lin-
guistics, and culture (Hamby, 2015). Latinx individuals and communities in the United
States have historically been and presently are homogenized and incorporated into a
“white-created and white-imposed racial hierarchy and continuum” (Cobas et al.,
2009, p. 1). In the United States, this hierarchy is anchored by Black and white racial
categories, with other groups racialized as homogenous entities and placed along this
continuum. Through the historical and sociopolitical process of racialization, individ-
uals and groups are designated as belonging to a particular “race” (effectively creating
and reifying the myth of “race”), and then subjected to unequal treatment that draws
upon their assigned racialized categorization as justification (see Dalal, 2002; Hoyt,
2016; Memmi, 2000).

The inception of the racialization of Latin Americans can be traced back to the nine-
teenth century as U.S. expansionism brought Anglo-Americans in contact with
Mexicans (Cobas et al., 2009). These Anglo-Americans, defined as those who are of
English or overall European descent, believed in white racial superiority and perceived
Mexicans as “mixed-raced people” inferior to whites (Cobas et al., 2009, p. 5;
Horsman, 1976). They defined and attributed negative traits to Mexicans and their
“racial mixture,” such as being “backward, lazy, cowardly…violent, dangerous, and
cruel” (Cobas et al., 2009, p. 5; Horsman, 1976). Growing social prejudices were insti-
tutionalized through law,4 and the racialization of Mexicans as uncivilized and inferior
to whites was used to justify Anglo-American expansion into Mexican territory
(Cobas et al., 2009; Hayes-Bautista & Chapa, 1987; Lacayo, 2017; Lopez, 2004).
Thus, early encounters between Anglo-Americans and Mexicans, and American
national attitudes toward Mexicans, set the stage for the racialization of Latin
Americans in the United States.

As the U.S. Latin American population grew in the twentieth century, the U.S. gov-
ernment sought to distinguish immigrants and their descendants from whites. These
efforts are well recorded in changing racial and ethnic categories in the U.S. census
throughout the twentieth century (Cobas et al., 2009; James, 2001). In 1930, the
U.S. census categorized Mexican as a race, which was consequently taken out the
next census cycle. Latin American origin would not appear in the U.S. census again
until 1970, when a “Hispanic”5 self-identification question was added (Mora, 2014).
In recent versions of the census, respondents were asked to indicate whether they
were of “Hispanic or Latino” ethnicity before indicating their race. However, in
2024, the White House approved a new proposal to present “Hispanic or Latino”
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alongside other racial categories in response to a question on “race and/or ethnicity”
(Wang, 2024). This change was made in part to attend to census respondents who pre-
viously indicated “Hispanic or Latino” as their ethnicity, and “some other race,” as
their race, as they did not identify with any of the race options provided.

The new standard for the U.S. census to include “Hispanic or Latino” alongside
other racial categories is being celebrated, as it is expected to better align with how
individuals self-identify, increase visibility of this group through a more accurate
count, and better inform policies and resource allocation (Shaw, 2024). However,
terms like “Latino,” “Latinx,” “Hispanic,” and others do not reflect the diverse ways
in which people in Latin America and the Caribbean perceive and racialize themselves
based on culture, race, skin color, and language among other factors (see, e.g., Mora,
2014; Rodríguez, 2000; see also Cobas et al., 2009 for a comprehensive history and
problematization of the racialization of “Latinx”). This racialization process can, and
still is, weaponized as it is used to homogenize Latin American populations and con-
struct a minoritized group via the white racial frame. This is exemplified in recent pub-
lic discourse. Today, much of the national discussion on Latinx individuals and
communities centers around “illegal immigration,” the “threat” they pose to the
United States as they “brown” the racial makeup of the country, and how action
must be taken (Cobas et al., 2009; Grappo, 2022; Henry, 1990; James, 2001;
Morales, 2019; Rodríguez, 2000). This dominant narrative demonstrates the continued
sociopolitical purpose of racialization and how this process is used to justify structural
violence (see, e.g., Rabin et al., 2022; Sidanius & Pratto, 2001).

SA Victimization Among Latinx People
We cannot overlook how racialization interacts with gender-based violence, given the
far-reaching and significant impacts of the racialization process. That is, we cannot
assume that the incidence, dynamics, and aftermath of sexual violence targeting indi-
viduals racialized as Latinx is the same as their white counterparts. For example,
through the sociopolitical racialization process, Latinx folks in the United States
may be denied work and educational opportunities; denied the right to live their lives
free of concerns that they might be targeted or harassed by immigration enforcement;
and denied access to social services and other key resources (see, e.g., Franco et al.,
2022; Jolie et al., 2021; Rodriguez et al., 2021). The marginalized status of individuals
racialized as Latinx in the United States, then, may result in different experiences for
Latinx survivors as intersecting racial, gender, and other systemic power dynamics are
enacted and reinforced through sexual violence (see, e.g., Pharr, 1997). It is critical that
we approach this work with an understanding that sexual violence is both gendered and
racialized, and that Latinx survivors’ experiences cannot be fully understood without
accounting for these intersecting forces. Upon this foundation, we explored the limited
literature on SA experienced by Latinx individuals.

Latinx individuals experience high rates of sexual violence. The 2016 National
Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence (NIPSV) survey found that one-in-five adult
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Latinx women reported having been raped in her lifetime, while one-in-three reported
experiencing some sort of sexual violence other than rape (Leemis et al., 2022). The
same survey found that 3% of Latinx men reported having been raped during their life-
time, while about one-in-five reported experiencing some sort of sexual violence other
than rape, and about 1-in-10 reported having been forced to penetrate someone (Leemis
et al., 2022). Beyond these prevalence rates, there is very limited research on the
dynamics of SA targeting Latinx people. Like most incidents of SA, Latinx survivors
are most often sexually assaulted by someone they know—often an intimate partner or
family member—and choose to disclose or seek help from an informal support (e.g., a
friend) rather than engage formal support systems (e.g., medical or criminal legal sys-
tem; Basile et al., 2015; Cuevas & Sabina, 2010). Like other survivors, Latinx survi-
vors also exhibit poorer mental health outcomes, lower self-esteem, and increased
alcohol consumption, as compared to Latinx individuals who have not been sexually
assaulted (Abreu et al., 2024; Basile et al., 2015; Fedina et al., 2020; Hirai et al., 2024;
Sabina et al., 2022). This limited literature also includes some studies that have explored
potential mitigating factors for these deleterious outcomes. Specifically, research has
found that parental support protects self-esteem among some young sexual and gender
minority Latinx survivors, while culturally specific services from Latina-serving organi-
zations have been found to promote well-being and trauma-informed outcomes among
adult Latinas (Abreu et al., 2024; Serrata et al., 2020).

While much of the existing literature on Latinx survivors provides important prev-
alence data and identifies barriers to disclosure and service access, few studies inten-
tionally and explicitly engage with the racialization of Latinx survivors and its role
in shaping their experiences of sexual violence. Two recent papers exemplify this
more critical and intentional approach. Acquaviva et al. (2022), applying a Critical
Race Theory and intersectionality framework, examined arrest and prosecutorial
decision-making in SA cases involving Black and Latina victims. Their findings high-
lighted how racialized perceptions of victim credibility and “real rape” narratives shape
legal system responses, leading to differential treatment of Latina survivors. Similarly,
Sanchez et al. (2021) centered the experiences of Afro-Latina survivors of childhood
sexual abuse, drawing attention to how anti-Black racism and invisibility within
both Latinx communities and mainstream sexual violence services further marginalize
this subgroup. Their work calls for culturally specific and racially conscious
approaches to supporting Afro-Latina survivors. Together, these studies model how
future research can more intentionally foreground racialization when examining the
dynamics of sexual violence and its aftermath for Latinx survivors.

Yet even with these important contributions, significant gaps remain in our under-
standing of how racialization, and its intersections with other systems of oppression,
shape the full range of SA dynamics experienced by Latinx survivors. We could not
identify any available research on the extent to which injuries occur, drugs or alcohol
are involved, or weapons are used during SAs that target Latinx individuals. Additional
insight into the dynamics and nuanced experiences of Latinx survivors can help us
design responses that best meet their needs across settings that too often perceive
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and engage them as a minoritized racial monolith. While Latinx survivors are unlikely
to seek formal post-assault support, those who do are more likely to engage the medical
system over the police or rape crisis centers (Christensen et al., 2021; Cuevas & Sabina,
2010). Indeed, Cuevas and Sabina (2010) recommended using medical settings as a
potential intervention point for serving Latinx survivors. By examining the dynamics
of SA among Latinx survivors who seek post-assault medical care, we can better
understand who might seek post-assault formal care, who is overlooked, and how
we can improve system responses.

Current Study
Given the current state of the literature, we wanted to conduct a study that centered the
experiences of Latinx survivors. The first aim of this paper is to document patterns in
the dynamics of SA experienced by survivors who received post-assault medical care
and were racialized as Latinx at the time of care. While there is a dearth of literature on
Latinx SA survivors overall, there is a particular knowledge gap in terms of the dynam-
ics of SA targeting Latinx individuals. To explore and document SA dynamics among
those who were racialized as Latinx, we relied on the SA evidence collection kit (SAK)
data compiled and maintained by a state safety agency in one Northeastern state. This
state is unique in that medical providers are legally required to complete an anonymous
form for each SA survivor they treat. This routinely updated form collects unidenti-
fiable information on the survivor, assailant, and assault.6 Completed forms are faxed
to a state safety agency that maintains a database of the collected information. The
data analyzed for this study were originally obtained from the state safety agency
for a separate study and consist of all cases of SA in which the survivor received med-
ical care and had a SAK collected from January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2015 (Shaw
et al., 2020).

Because we wanted to focus on Latinx survivors, we filtered the cases to include
those in which the form indicated that the survivor was Latinx. As described in the
Methods section, the form provides a checkbox format and lists several “race” options.
We filtered the cases to include those in which Latinx was selected (“Hispanic” or
“Hispanic/Latino” on the form, depending on the version of the form), including cases
in which only Latinx was selected, as well as cases in which Latinx was selected in
addition to other “race” options provided. This form is filled out by the medical pro-
vider, and providers may vary in how they complete it; we cannot state with certainty
if the “race” option(s) selected are how survivors self-identify, or how the provider per-
ceives them. Regardless, they were racialized as Latinx in their medical record.

The secondary aim of this study was to compare SA dynamics among survivors who
were racialized as Latinx to their white counterparts. To include cases that involved
white survivors, we filtered the data to include cases in which “white” was the only
“race” option selected. As we know, the intersectionality of someone’s identities,
and their corresponding experiences with different forms of oppression, cannot be
understood as additive nor entirely distinct from one another (Carbado, 2013;
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Crenshaw, 2013). Someone who is both Black and white will not experience structural
violence based on being Black separate from their experience of structural violence, or
the lack thereof, based on being white. The lived experiences that result from occupy-
ing a certain intersection within interlocking systems of oppression cannot be disentan-
gled and attributed to a single, isolated form of oppression, or imposed categorization.
Thus, for the purpose of comparing case patterns, we limited our white category to
those who were racialized as “white” only. We selected white survivors as the compar-
ison group because they are often centered in both SA research and prevailing societal
rape scripts that shape how sexual violence is understood, reported, and responded to.
In this context, white survivors often represent the default reference group in systems
of service provision, policy, and research practice. Of course, this comparison is not
meant to imply that the white survivor’s experiences should be seen as the norm, or
that to which all others should be compared. Rather, we frame this comparison as a
tool for identifying disparities in service provision and systemic barriers that may dif-
ferentially affect Latinx survivors. By highlighting these differences, our goal is to
inform future research, policy, and practice that centers Latinx survivors.

Methods

Sample
This study relied on data from a state safety agency in a Northeastern state that was
originally obtained through a public records request for use in a study examining sub-
mission rates of SAKs (Shaw et al., 2020). The original sample was culled for the cur-
rent study to only include cases in which the survivor was (1) an adult (18 years and
older) and (2) recorded on the form as Latinx (alone or in combination with any other
racial category) or white only. When the original data were requested, there were 4,756
cases. After removing cases that involved survivors under the age of 18 (n= 1,131), in
which age was missing (n= 55), in which race was missing (n= 129), and in which
race was not indicated to include white or Latinx (n= 956), the final sample size for
analysis was n= 2,860.

Measures
Survivor Race. Medical providers record survivor race with a series of checkbox options
and a write-in option. On the most recent form used with cases in this sample, five
checkbox options were presented: “white,” “Black,” “Hispanic/Latino,” “Asian/
Pacific Islander,” and “American Indian/Alaska Native.” For this study, cases were fil-
tered to only include those that were checked only “Hispanic/Latino” (“Hispanic” on
earlier versions of the form), “Hispanic/Latino” and any other “race” category, or only
“white.”

Survivor Age. Medical providers record the survivor’s age with a numerical digit.
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Survivor Gender. Medical providers record the survivor’s gender using checkboxes. On
the most recent form used with cases in this sample, four checkbox options were pre-
sented: “male,” “female,” “male to female,” and “female to male.” Information on gen-
der was missing in 46 cases. In the remaining 2,814 cases, survivor gender was treated
as a nominal variable with three levels: female, male, and transgender. This was
because prior to 2012, response options were male, female, and transgender. To allow
for information from both forms to be included, we combined the groups of “male to
female” and “female to male” into the transgender category.

Number of Assailants. Medical providers record the number of assailants with numer-
ical digits. This information was missing in 109 cases. In the remaining 2,751 cases,
this variable was converted into a variable with three levels indicating if there were
multiple assailants, a single assailant, or if the survivor was “unsure’ of the number
of assailants.

Survivor–Assailant Relationship. Medical providers complete a matrix that indicates 13
possible relationships between survivor and assailant (e.g., parent/stepparent, friend,
stranger, date, etc.), along with a write-in option. This information was missing in
245 cases. In the remaining 2,615 cases, data were used to create a nominal variable
which indicated the relation as one of four categories: stranger, family member, current
or former intimate partner, and acquaintance. Cases with more than one assailant with
varying relationships were categorized based on the most intimate relationship, ranging
from stranger (least intimate) to family member or intimate partner (most intimate). No
cases involved a family member and an intimate partner.

Assailant Gender. Medical providers record the assailant gender as the number of males
or females in each relationship category. This information was missing in 611 cases. In
the remaining 2,249 cases, these data were used to create a binary variable that indi-
cated either that all the assailants were male or if there was at least one female.

Assailant Tactics. Medical providers record the different means of force used during the
assault by checking from a list of 14 possible weapons/force (e.g., verbal threats, bites,
gun, knife, alcohol, drugs, restraints, etc.), along with a write-in option for physical
force and weapons used. On the form, there is no option to indicate “no” force or weap-
ons used, so it is not possible to distinguish between when there was no weapon or
force (i.e., “no” for all tactics), and when the provider simply forgot to check boxes
in this section (i.e., the information is missing). Thus, for these variables, if a tactic
was not documented (i.e., checked off), it was coded as not used. However, it is impor-
tant to note that this does not necessarily mean that it was not used during the assault,
but rather that it was not indicated on the form by the medical provider. With this cod-
ing approach, there was no missingness on these variables. For the 2,860 cases, we
grouped these tactics together to create a total of four binary variables denoting if
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that type of force was indicated: (1) physical force, which included the assailant stran-
gling, biting, holding down, and hitting the survivor, and any other ways the assailant’s
body was used as a weapon or force against the survivor; (2) substance, which included
the assailant targeting survivors who had ingested or were made to ingest alcohol,
drugs, or other substances; (3) object, which included the assailant using guns, knives,
blunt objects, restraints, chemicals to cause chemical burns, and any other items, other
than the assailant’s body or ingested substances as a weapon; and (4) verbal threats,
which included any verbal threats made by the assailant to the survivor.

Types of Penetration. Medical providers record all attempted and completed anal, oral,
and vaginal penetration as “yes,” “no,” “unsure,” “attempt,” or “N/A.” They also indi-
cate with a checkbox what was used to penetrate (“penis,” “finger,” “tongue,” or
“other”). For this study, we focused on types of penetration. Based on this, a coding
scheme was created where each type of penetration was marked as yes if they met
one of the following: “yes” was checked, “attempted” was checked, or “no” was
checked, or the field was left blank but a penetrative object was indicated. Cases
were marked no for these variables if they met one of the following: “no” was checked
with no penetrative object indicated, “N/A” was checked, “unsure” was checked, or if
the field was left blank with no penetrative object indicated. With this coding approach,
there was no missingness on these variables. For the 2,860 cases, a total of three binary
variables were created that indicated if there was (1) vaginal penetration, (2) anal pen-
etration, and (3) oral penetration.

Bleeding Injuries. Medical providers report any injuries to the survivor and assailant that
resulted in bleeding using a checkbox (“yes,” “no,” “unsure”) and are also provided a
write-in space to describe the injury. We retained these categories of yes, no, and
unsure, and created two nominal variables: (1) survivor bleeding injuries, which
were missing in 41 cases and (2) assailant bleeding injuries, which were missing in
59 cases.

Days Between Assault and Exam. Medical providers record the date and time of both the
assault and the medical exam; we used this information to calculate the number of days
between them. If either the date of the assault or exam was missing, or if the calculation
of time between was impossible (such as an exam took place before assault), then it
was coded as missing. Time between assault and exam was missing in 49 cases. We
used the data in the remaining 2,801 cases to create a nominal variable with four cat-
egories: (0) the assault and exam took place on the same calendar day, (1) 1 calendar
day between, (2) 2 calendar days between, and (3) 3 or more calendar days between
the assault and exam.

Emergency Contraceptive Administration. Medical providers record administration of
emergency contraceptive with a checkbox (“yes,” “not indicated,” “declined,” “not
offered”). This information was missing in 312 cases. In the remaining 2,548 cases,
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we collapsed the option into a binary variable with two levels: (1) not administered and
(2) administered.

Toxicology Kit. Medical providers record whether a toxicology kit was completed at the
time of the medical forensic exam with a checkbox (“yes” or “no”). Toxicology kits
may be completed if the survivor or medical provider suspects that drugs may have
been used to facilitate the assault. This information was missing in 150 cases. In the
remaining 2,710 cases, a binary variable was created that follows to checkbox options:
(1) yes and (2) no.

Report to Police at Time of Exam. Medical providers record whether the assault was
reported to the police prior to or at the time of the exam with a checkbox (“yes” or
“no”). There is also a write-in space for the medical provider to name the police depart-
ment to which the report was made. This information was missing in 64 cases. In the
remaining 2,796 cases, a binary variable was created: (1) yes, which included those
marked yes and those where the checkbox was blank, but police department was pro-
vided, and (2) no, which included those marked no.

Data Analysis
Descriptive analyses provided the number of cases with Latinx survivors and white
survivors, along with rates for each of the variables of interest. Then, chi-square tests
of independence were used to examine significant associations between the perceived
race of survivors (i.e., Latinx vs. white survivors) and each of the 19 characteristics
(note: t-test was used for survivor age as it was continuous rather than categorical
like the rest of the variables). Cases missing information on the variable of interest
for each chi-square test were excluded from that chi-square test.7 As such, the sample
size for each chi-square test varies. Additionally, some categories were collapsed due
to small sample sizes for the chi-square test, but were kept separate for the descriptive
to relay the most detailed information. For variables with significant chi-squares with
more than two levels, follow-ups were conducted by running a chi-square between
each subgroup and survivor race using the Bonferroni correction. All analyses were
conducted using R (R Core Team, 2020).

Results
To address our first aim, we ran descriptive statistics on the reported SA characteristics
of all Latinx survivors in our sample, independent of comparisons to white survivors.
Among Latinx survivors, the majority were recorded as female (92.79%), with smaller
proportions of male (5.68%) and transgender (1.53%) survivors. Most assaults
recorded involved a single assailant (79.06%), while 14.70% involved multiple assail-
ants, and 6.24% of survivors were recorded as being unsure of the number of assailants.
Regarding survivor–assailant relationship, Latinx survivors most often were recorded
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as being assaulted by an acquaintance (40.05%) or a stranger (33.71%), followed by an
intimate partner (20.59%) or a family member (5.66%). Assailants were overwhelm-
ingly recorded as male (98.16%). Regarding assault tactics, 61.19% of Latinx survivors
recorded that physical force was used, 17.70% recorded the use of an object, 16.63%
recorded verbal threats, and 6.61% recorded that substances were used. Vaginal pen-
etration (attempted or completed) was documented in 61.41% of cases, anal penetra-
tion in 18.98%, and oral penetration in 28.36%. Notably, bleeding injuries were
recorded in 27.53% of cases for Latinx survivors, while 1.74% recorded bleeding inju-
ries to the assailant. A substantial proportion of Latinx survivors (46.62%) received
their forensic exam on the same day as the assault, with another 30.50% examined
one day later. Emergency contraception was administered in 56.67% of cases, and a
toxicology kit was used in 31.49%. Finally, 71.98% of Latinx survivors had reported
the assault to police at or before the time of the exam. Further statistics for all case var-
iables can be found in Table 1.

To address the second aim, we first tested the relationship between recorded survivor
race and survivor age. A t-test was run as age is the only variable of interest that is con-
tinuous. Latinx survivors were found to be statistically significantly younger on average
(M=28.86, SD= 10.60, range= 18–72 years old) than white survivors (M= 30.34, SD
= 12.48, range= 18–99 years old), t(746.48)= 2.67, p= .008. Table 2 shows chi-square
tests examining the patterns between survivor race and all other case variables. The rela-
tionships between survivor race and number of assailants; survivor–assailant relationship;
assailant tactics–physical force; assailant tactics–objects; assailant tactics–verbal threats;
and report to police at the time of exam were statistically significant. Follow-up chi-square
tests were conducted for number of assailants and survivor–assailant relationship, as there
were more than two groups. Results for these tests can be found in Table 3.

Compared to their white counterparts, Latinx survivors were significantly less likely to
be recorded as unsure of the number of assailants, χ2(1, N= 2,751)= 6.16, p= .013,
Bonferroni adjusted p= .039) and less likely to be recorded as indicating the assailant
was an acquaintance, χ2(1, N= 2,615)= 14.25, p< .001, Bonferroni adjusted p< .001.
Latinx survivors were also significantly more likely to have been recorded as having a
familial relationship with the assailant, χ2(1, N= 2,615)= 27.12, p< .001, Bonferroni
adjusted p< .001, or identifying the assailant as an intimate partner, χ2(1, N= 2,615)=
27.63, p< .001, Bonferroni adjusted p< .001, than white survivors. Additionally, Latinx
survivors were significantly more likely than white survivors to have been recorded as
experiencing the following assailant tactics: physical force, χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 5.32, p=
.021; use of objects, χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 11.16, p< .001; verbal threats, χ2(1, N= 2,860)
= 4.86, p= .027. Finally, Latinx survivors were significantly more likely than their white
survivors to have reported to police at the time of exam, χ2(1, N= 2,796)= 3.14, p= .042.

Discussion
The history and present practice of racialization of Latin American people in the United
States is complex and can be dangerous when this process is used to construct a
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Table 1. Frequencies of Case Characteristics for Latinx and white Survivors.

Case Characteristics

Latinx white Total

n % n % N %

Survivor gender
Female 425 92.79% 2,209 93.76% 2,634 93.60%
Male 26 5.68% 106 4.50% 132 4.69%
Transgender 7 1.53% 41 1.74% 48 1.71%

Multiple assailant
Single 355 79.06% 1,787 77.63% 2,142 77.86%
Multiple 66 14.70% 282 12.25% 348 12.65%
Unsure 28 6.24% 233 10.12% 261 9.49%

Survivor–assailant relationship
Stranger 149 33.71% 808 37.18% 957 36.60%
Acquaintance 177 40.05% 1,087 50.02% 1,264 48.34%
Intimate partner 91 20.59% 245 11.27% 336 12.85%
Familial 25 5.66% 33 1.52% 58 2.22%

Assailant gender
Male 374 98.16% 1,843 98.66% 2,217 98.58%
At least one non-male 7 1.84% 25 1.34% 32 1.42%

Physical force
No 182 38.81% 1,069 44.71% 1,251 43.74%
Yes 287 61.19% 1,322 55.29% 1,609 56.26%

Object used
No 386 82.30% 2,106 88.08% 2,492 87.13%
Yes 83 17.70% 285 11.92% 368 12.87%

Substances used
No 438 93.39% 2,165 90.55% 2,603 91.01%
Yes 31 6.61% 226 9.45% 257 8.99%

Verbal threats used
No 391 83.37% 2,087 87.29% 2,478 86.64%
Yes 78 16.63% 304 12.71% 382 13.36%

Vaginal penetration
No/unsure 181 38.59% 862 36.05% 1,043 36.47%
Attempted/completed 288 61.41% 1,529 63.95% 1,817 63.53%

Anal penetration
No/unsure 380 81.02% 1,885 78.80% 2,265 79.17%
Attempted/completed 89 18.98% 507 21.20% 596 20.83%

Oral penetration
No/unsure 336 71.64% 1,628 68.09% 1,964 68.67%
Attempted/completed 133 28.36% 763 31.91% 896 31.33%

Bleeding injuries survivor
No 262 56.34% 1,352 57.43% 1,614 57.25%
Yes 128 27.53% 585 24.85% 713 25.29%
Unsure 75 16.13% 417 17.71% 492 17.45%

(continued)
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Table 1. Continued.

Case Characteristics

Latinx white Total

n % n % N %

Bleeding injuries assailant
No 247 53.58% 1,316 56.24% 1,563 55.80%
Yes 8 1.74% 77 3.29% 85 3.03%
Unsure 206 44.69% 947 40.47% 1,153 41.16%

Days between assault and exam
0 214 46.62% 1,072 45.91% 1,286 46.03%
1 140 30.50% 768 32.89% 908 32.50%
2 53 11.55% 237 10.15% 290 10.38%
3+ 52 11.33% 258 11.05% 310 11.10%

Emergency contraception administered
No 182 43.33% 958 45.02% 1,140 44.74%
Yes 238 56.67% 1,170 54.98% 1,408 55.26%

Toxicology kit administered
No 309 68.51% 1,515 67.07% 309 68.51%
Yes 142 31.49% 744 32.93% 142 31.49%

Report to police
No 130 28.02% 769 32.98% 899 32.15%
Yes 334 71.98% 1,563 67.02% 1,897 67.85%

Note. These are all valid percentages.

Table 2. Results of Chi-Squared Analysis Examining Survivor Race and Case Characteristics.

Case Characteristics Pearson’s χ2

Survivor gender χ2(2, N= 2,814)= 1.27, p= .529
Multiple assailants χ2(2, N= 2,751)= 7.86, p= .020*
Survivor–assailant relationship χ2(3, N= 2,615)= 61.92, p< .001***
Assailant gender χ2(1, N= 2,249)= 0.26, p= .609
Physical force χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 5.32, p= .021*
Object χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 11.16, p< .001***
Substances χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 3.53, p= .060
Verbal threats χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 4.86, p= .027*
Vaginal penetration χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 0.99, p= .321
Anal penetration χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 1.05, p= .306
Oral penetration χ2(1, N= 2,860)= 2.14, p= .144
Survivor bleeding injuries χ2(2, N= 2,819)= 1.74, p= .419
Assailant bleeding injuries χ2(2, N= 2,801)= 5.22, p= .074
Days between assault and exam χ2(1, N= 2,801)= 1.30, p= .728
Emergency contraception χ2(1, N= 2,548)= 0.34, p= .561
Toxicology kits χ2(1, N= 2,710)= 0.30, p= .586
Report to police χ2(1, N= 2,796)= 4.14, p= .042*

Note. Significant values are bolded. *p < .05. **p < .01.***p < .001.
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homogenized, minoritized group for sociopolitical gain. However, ignoring this racia-
lization process and its impacts, or even going so far as to deny its existence, prevents
us from critically examining how racism and other forms of oppression manifest in our
societal structures and the everyday experiences of Latinx individuals—including
Latinx survivors. We must hold at the same time that race is socially constructed across
time and place and often wielded as a sociopolitical weapon (see, e.g., Cobas et al.,
2009); that there is no essential experience for all individuals racialized as Latinx
(see, e.g., Grillo, 1995); and that there is value in intentionally and thoughtfully cen-
tering Latinx survivors in gender-based violence research. In this study, we set out to
examine SA dynamics among Latinx survivors who sought post-assault medical care
so we could understand who seeks care, who might be overlooked, and how we can
better design response systems to meet the varied needs of Latinx survivors.

In examining patterns among Latinx survivors in our sample, we found that most
incidents were recorded as involving a female survivor (93% of cases) and male assail-
ant (98%), mirroring patterns observed among white survivors (94% female survivors
and 99% male assailants). However, the recorded average age of Latinx survivors was
1 year younger than white survivors, likely driven by the presence of older white
survivors in our sample. The oldest white survivor was 99 years old compared to
the oldest Latinx survivor at 72 years old. That older Latinx survivors were not
present in our sample may reflect generational differences related to the embrace of tra-
ditional cultural beliefs, levels of acculturation, and rape acknowledgment (Cuevas &
Sabina, 2010).

Previous studies have highlighted the nuanced impact of traditional cultural beliefs
and acculturation on rape acknowledgment, disclosure, and post-assault help-seeking
among Latina women (Ahrens et al., 2010; Cuevas & Sabina, 2010; Fuchsel, 2013;
Schminkey et al., 2023; Tummula-Narra et al., 2023). Older Latinas may have greater
adherence to traditional cultural beliefs regarding gender, such as marianismo and

Table 3. Results of Follow-Up Chi-Squared Analysis.

Case characteristics Pearson’s χ2 with Bonferroni correction

Multiple
assailants
Single
Multiple
Unsure

χ2(2, N=2,751)= 7.86, p= .020*

χ2(1, N= 2,751)= 0.37, p= .543, adjusted p= 1
χ2(1, N= 2,751)= 1.82, p= .177, adjusted p= .531
χ2(1, N=2,751)= 6.16, p= .013*, adjusted p= .039*

Survivor–assailant
relationship

χ2(3, N=2,615)= 61.92, p< .001***

Stranger χ2(1, N= 2,615)= 1.76, p= .184, adjusted p= .737
Acquaintance χ2(1, N=2,615)= 14.25, p< .001, adjusted p< .001***
Intimate partner χ2(1, N=2,615)= 27.63, p< .001, adjusted p< .001***
Familial χ2(1, N=2,615)= 27.115, p< .001, adjusted p< .001***

Note. Significant values are bolded. *p < .05. **p < .01.***p < .001.
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machismo. A study by Lua (2023) showed that endorsing such beliefs was associated
with a higher likelihood of endorsing rape myths and victim blaming. Tummala-Narra
et al. (2023) also found that cultural beliefs prevented some participants from acknowl-
edging their rape, as they viewed it as a normal experience for women. Consequently,
older Latina women may embrace traditional cultural beliefs to a greater extent, and
thus be less likely to acknowledge their assaults and seek help. Additionally, Nobels
et al. (2024) found that only 6% of (non-Latinx) elder SA survivors (70+ years old)
sought professional help of any kind due to internalized ageist beliefs that they did
not deserve help because of their age. For Latinx elders, the impact of such internalized
ageism may be compounded by cultural beliefs and the racialization process.

The observed patterns in relation to age within our sample may also reflect systema-
tic differences between survivors in relation to the structural barriers they face in
accessing forensic exams. This may include institutions failing to provide language
access services, transportation, or targeted outreach to elder communities, as well as
broader political contexts that shape the zeitgeist and set legislative priorities. These
institutional and societal forces not only shape the lived experiences for different indi-
viduals across their lives, but also dictate who has access to which resources and when,
thus impacting directly how survivors disclose or seek support (Saleem et al., 2020;
Schminkey et al., 2023). Structural inequities, such as the privatized and exclusionary
nature of the U.S. healthcare system, the chronic underinvestment in bilingual and
bicultural services, and the criminalization of immigrant communities profoundly
shape Latinx survivors’ access to care and willingness to report (Menjívar &
Salcido, 2002; Reina et al., 2014; Saleem et al., 2020; Schminkey et al., 2023).

Thus, taken together, our sample may skew younger because younger Latinx indi-
viduals may face fewer structural barriers, have a different relationship to traditional
cultural beliefs and societal expectations, and be more likely to acknowledge their
assaults and thus deem themselves worthy of care as compared to older Latinx survi-
vors. However, it is also important to acknowledge that patterns of help-seeking are not
static; they are influenced by the political moment, including changes in immigration
law and enforcement, legislative priorities, and the prevailing cultural climate around
immigration and gender-based violence. If this study were conducted in the current
political climate, we might observe different help-seeking patterns among Latinx sur-
vivors, shaped not only by individual and racialized experiences, but also by broader
policy shifts, law enforcement practices, and public discourse. While complicated and
intersecting dynamics must be accounted for when interpreting help-seeking trends,
our findings, along with those of Tummula-Narra et al. (2023) and Cuevas and
Sabina (2010), emphasize the need for culturally sensitive interventions and support
systems that address the unique challenges faced by Latinx survivors. Enhancing the
accessibility, cultural competence, and safe delivery of services may improve help-
seeking behaviors and outcomes for this population across age groups.

Turning to the dynamics of the assault, 15% of cases with Latinx survivors were
recorded as involving multiple assailants. While slightly higher than what was
observed in cases involving white survivors (12%), this difference was not statistically
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significant and aligns with the rates of multiple perpetrator SA found in prior research
(11%–27%; Gimenez-Salinas Framis et al., 2023). However, Latinx survivors were
significantly less likely than white survivors to have been recorded as “unsure” of
the number of assailants involved in the assault (6% vs. 10%). As is routinely reflected
in sexual violence research, Latinx and white survivors in our sample were most often
recorded as being harmed by someone known to them (i.e., acquaintance, intimate part-
ner, or family member; Basile et al., 2015; Cuevas & Sabina, 2010). However, when
comparing patterns in our sample, Latinx survivors were more frequently recorded as
having been assaulted by an intimate partner or family member, and less frequently
recorded as having been assaulted by an acquaintance or stranger compared to their
white counterparts (though the stranger finding was not statistically significant).
Cases involving Latinx survivors were also more likely than cases involving white sur-
vivors to have indicated in the documentation that the assailant used physical force (60%
vs. 55%), a weapon (i.e., object; 18% vs. 12%), and verbal threats (17% vs. 13%).

Taken together, these patterns tell a story. The Latinx survivor who seeks post-
assault care may be more likely to conceptualize their experience as SA, not necessarily
because their experiences are more clear-cut, but potentially due to the presence of
aggressive tactics (i.e., more likely to involve physical force, weapons, and verbal
threats), and can provide information on the person who harmed them (i.e., they are
less likely to be recorded as “unsure” of the number of assailants and more likely to
be recorded as involving a family member or intimate partner). This pattern aligns
with prior research showing that survivors are more likely to seek post-assault care
when they interpret their experience as SA (Wilson & Newins, 2022). Still, it is impor-
tant to avoid an overly deterministic view of Latinx survivors as simply more certain,
more likely to seek help, and more likely to report. Many Latinx survivors who recog-
nize their assault still face significant barriers to disclosure and reporting, including fear
of retaliation, mistrust in institutions, and systemic discrimination (Messing et al.,
2013). Acknowledging the complexity and diversity of Latinx survivors’ experiences
is critical.

This finding also aligns with the relatively high rate of reporting to police found
among Latinx survivors in our sample. While our rate of reporting only includes
reports that were made to police prior to or at the time of the exam, the rates of report-
ing among both white survivors and Latinx survivors were much higher than what we
see among all survivors (Spohn, 2020). This is likely because the medical and criminal
legal systems are intertwined; when a survivor reports to police, they are often encour-
aged to get a medical forensic exam and when a survivor gets a medical forensic exam,
they are often encouraged to report to police. Yet, Latinx survivors in our sample
reported to police at a significantly higher rate as compared to white survivors (72%
vs. 67%). This finding may seem counterintuitive given previous research on mistrust
in law enforcement among Latinx communities (Messing et al., 2013). One possible
explanation is that Latinx survivors in our sample experienced more overt forms of vio-
lence or were more likely to be recorded as being harmed by known individuals, which
could motivate reporting. Another possibility is a selection effect; our sample only
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includes those who reached the point of a forensic exam, potentially excluding many
survivors who chose not to disclose or seek care due to fear or structural barriers.
Additionally, greater reporting could reflect Latinx survivors’ belief that police would
take their cases more seriously because they align with “real rape” benchmarks.

Overall, these findings share a story of a potential Latinx survivor who seeks post-
assault care; they understand what happened and that it constitutes SA (i.e., it is more
likely to involve physical force, weapons, and verbal threats); that they can provide
information on the person who harmed them (i.e., they are less likely to be “unsure”
of the number of assailants and more likely to have been committed by family member
or intimate partner); and they want something to be done about it (i.e., they are more
likely to report to police prior to or at the time of exam). Additionally, this underscores
the need to view Latinx survivors not as a monolithic group, but as individuals navi-
gating layered systems of cultural expectations, immigration law and enforcement,
structural inequality, and personal trauma. Their help-seeking behaviors are shaped
by, and constrained by, these systems in complex and sometimes contradictory ways.

Limitations and Future Research
While this study contributes significantly to the available literature focused on Latinx sur-
vivors, it is not without its limitations. First, we built this paper upon a critical interrogation
of the racialization process and problematized how race is often engaged in research. We
then present a study in which we engage it in some of these same ways. For example, we
are unable to state definitively if race in this study is based on self-classification or percep-
tion. We also group together all survivors racialized as Latinx, which may suggest that
there is an essential Latinx experience. As previously discussed, we chose to pursue
this study despite these challenges as there is tremendous value in contributing to a liter-
ature that intentionally and thoughtfully centers Latinx survivors. Future research should
continue to identify additional ways to understand, examine, and contextualize the expe-
riences of different survivors to best meet their needs. Such work should embrace anti-
essentialism and identify indicators that most closely probe the phenomenon of interest
so that we can best inform service provision (see, e.g., Carbado, 2013; Crenshaw,
2013; Grillo, 1995; Moradi & Grzanka, 2017).

Second, this study was made possible by a unique administrative dataset in one
state. While we report on SA dynamics for Latinx and white survivors over a 5-year
period, this sample only includes those who sought formal post-assault medical care.
As such, it excludes survivors who did not engage with institutional systems. This lim-
itation has important implications: the sample may reflect a subset of survivors with
specific types of experiences, such as those involving more severe assaults or clearer
acknowledgment of the event. This may help explain the relatively high rates of police
reporting and use of physical force observed in our findings. However, like all existing
administrative data, these data were initially generated for another purpose, and we are
necessarily limited in what we can learn from them. For example, while we could
describe patterns for cases in which survivors sought care in the focal state, we have
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no information on cases in which survivors did not, or cases that occurred in other
locales. Additionally, all reported patterns are based on what was recorded. If there
were errors or omissions when information was first recorded by the medical provider
or subsequently by the state safety agency, we would not know. To continue to build
the literature on Latinx survivors, we should continue to make use of available records
as they provide unique insight through unobtrusive methods. However, future research
should also help us understand SA dynamics among all Latinx survivors by examining
the experiences of those who do not seek formal help and include survivors who inter-
act with informal support systems or remain entirely outside institutional contexts.

Third, this study does not include the direct perspectives of Latinx survivors. While
administrative data can provide important population-level insights, qualitative
research is essential to capture the lived experiences, meaning-making processes,
and nuanced barriers survivors face. Future work should incorporate community-based
and survivor-centered qualitative methods to better understand the motivations, fears,
and constraints that shape Latinx survivors’ help-seeking behaviors (see Ahrens et al.,
2010; Kyriakakis et al., 2012; Marrs Fuschel, 2013; Tummala-Narra et al., 2023).

Fourth, our analytic approach focused on comparisons between Latinx and white
survivors. While useful for highlighting racialized patterns in access to care and assault
dynamics, this approach may inadvertently limit the exploration of Latinx survivors’
experiences through their own terms. Future research should go beyond comparison-
focused frameworks to center the heterogeneity and internal complexity within
Latinx communities.

Fifth, while our dataset allows for some gender inclusivity, including categories for
transgender men and transgender women, it does not include options for nonbinary, gen-
derqueer, or other expansive gender identities. Furthermore, because gender information
was documented by medical providers, rather than directly self-reported by survivors, we
cannot be certain whether the recorded gender identities fully reflect how survivors iden-
tify. This constrains our ability to examine the experiences of all gender-diverse survivors
fully. Future data collection efforts should incorporate more inclusive gender categories
and prioritize capturing gender identity through survivor self-identification.

Finally, we pursued this study to help contribute to a nascent literature on Latinx
survivors. We argue that knowing more about the dynamics of SA among Latinx sur-
vivors can help inform interventions and care models. Future research should pursue
this objective more directly by rigorously developing, implementing, and evaluating
new and existing culturally responsive and “mainstream” intervention and care models
to ensure Latinx survivors and their communities are having their needs met (see, e.g.,
Abreu et al., 2024; Serrata et al., 2020).

Implications for Practice
Prior literature suggests the medical setting as a potential intervention site for Latinx sur-
vivors (Cuevas & Sabina, 2010). In this study, we see that Latinx survivors are indeed
accessing medical settings for care, so it is imperative that medical providers and staff
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be equipped with culturally relevant training to respond to Latinx survivors of SA (e.g.,
Serrata et al., 2020). The ability to provide relevant and useful resources at this initial con-
nection point is critical, as it may facilitate and set the stage for additional system contact.
However, our study suggests folks who do seek care from a medical setting may be sys-
tematically different from those who do not (i.e., more likely to report to police, more
assailant tactics used, more certain of what happened), so we cannot rely solely on the
medical setting as an intervention point. We must develop additional culturally specific
touchpoints outside of the medical system to help ensure access to care for all
Latinx survivors. In developing such services for Latinx survivors, it is important to
take up an anti-essentialist approach as there does not exist one, essential Latinx sur-
vivor experience. While this group has been homogenized through the racialization
process, they are incredibly diverse in their lived experiences. A culturally specific pro-
vider that focuses on serving Latinx survivors may leave at the margins Latinx survi-
vors who do not fit the implicit prototype (i.e., able-bodied, cisgender, heterosexual
women). For example, a rape crisis center geared toward serving Latinx survivors
may be designed with cisgender heterosexual Latinas in mind, and inadvertently side-
line or overlook queer Latinx survivors. Latinx survivors must be served, but not at the
expense of other parts of their identities.

This study was possible because of the collection and maintenance of statewide
de-identified data, collected at the time of receipt of post-assault medical care. These
data are invaluable as an unobtrusive data source that provides insight into phenomena
we may not be able to gain readily through other means. If similar practices were
adopted in other locales, we could contribute significantly to what we know about sex-
ual violence. However, it is important to consider the burden of collecting these types
of data from survivors in relation to what is gained from such efforts, and by whom.
Collecting data from SA survivors must be done in intentional and trauma-informed
ways, with a clear plan on how such data will be used. What data are collected, by
whom, and when in the process must be carefully considered to ensure useful data
are collected without doing further harm to survivors. Indeed, the significance of inten-
tion cannot be understated as we engage the complex social construction of race, the
racialization process, and survivors.
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Notes
1. We use Latinx in this paper as an alternative to Latino, the racialized ethnic term for Latin

Americans and Latin American descendants in the United States. Using this alternative rec-
ognizes people whose identities lie outside of colonial cisheteronormative and binary con-
structions of gender (Ruiz Trejo, 2020). Additionally, the use of Latinx and Latine
(another gender-neutral variation of Latino) amplifies and pays tribute to the activism of
Xicana feminists, transfeminists, queer feminists, and decolonial feminists among others
across North, Central, and South America (Ruiz Trejo, 2020; Vidal-Ortiz & Martínez,
2018). Furthermore, we recognize the fluid nature of racial and ethnic identity labels and their
ongoing critique and change.

2. Nationally representative data continue to operate largely within a cisheteronormative gender
binary. As a result, rates of sexual violence are reported for men and women. While nationally
representative data are not yet available, a limited body of research documents that transgen-
der and gender expansive individuals are sexually assaulted at alarmingly high rates (Coulter
et al., 2017; James et al., 2016; Messinger et al., 2022; Stotzer, 2009; Wirtz et al., 2020).

3. Throughout this article, we lowercase “white” while capitalizing other racialized groups (e.g.,
Black, Latinx) to center and uplift the latter groups’ identities and cultural groups while
decentering and delegitimizing “white” as superior or the defined norm.

4. For example, after the 1845 annexation of Texas and its Mexican residents, the United States
elected to only grant U.S. citizenship to Mexicans who were deemed white. This purposefully
excluded Black, Indigenous, and mixed-race (e.g., mestize/x/a/o) Mexicans from the benefits
of citizenship, including the ability to own land and vote in elections (see Vazquez, 2011 for a
review on the exclusion of Latinxs in U.S. law and immigration systems).

5. The term Hispanic is a derivative of Hispaniola, referencing the Spanish colonial origins and
power over Latin America (Vidal-Ortiz & Martínez, 2018). In the United States, Hispanic is
among several terms that have been used to refer to racialized Latinxs, including “Spanish”
and “Spanish American” (Cobas et al., 2009).

6. The form uses the terms “victim” and “assailant.”We use the term “survivor” in place of “vic-
tim,” in recognition of the labor required to survive sexual harm.
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7. While not discussed in detail in our analysis, we did examine the extent to which survivor race
was a predictor of missingness for all variables of interest. We did this by dummy coding each
case as either false (0) or true (1) on missingness and comparing with a t-test to the Latinx race
variable that was dummy coded no (0) or yes (1). All were found to be non-significant, except
for reporting to police at the time of exam, and the relationship between assailant and survi-
vor. Latinx survivors were less likely to be missing information on if a police report was filed
(M= 0.01) as compared to white survivors (M= 0.02), t(942.79)= 2.45, p= .01. Latinx sur-
vivors were also less likely to be missing information on the relationship to the assailant (M=
0.06) compared to white survivors (M= 0.09), t(776.19)= 2.74, p= .01.
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